
A £3 million scheme to rebuild and 
refurbish the Wellington’s nursing 
and medical staff flats at Avenue 
House in the centre of St John’s 
Wood is nearing completion.

Tucked away in an attractive street just a 
few hundred yards from the shops and a 
quarter of a mile from the hospital, the 
flats can accommodate up to 80 staff. 

Each self contained flat has its own 
shower room and well equipped kitchen 
in one of the most attractive buildings  
in the area.

Wellington Estates Manager, Chris 
Oates, said the aim was to create flats 
that were welcoming, quiet, private,  yet 

bright and cheerful. “We try to look 
after our staff and new members of the 
Wellington team who could have moved 
here from anywhere in the world. 

They know they have a home while they 
get to know London and, if necessary,  find 
a permanent base. The reaction we have 
got from staff so far is terrific,” he said.

The most extensive updating and 

refurbishment programme since 

the Wellington opened over 30 

years ago is ahead of schedule 

and moving on apace. 

Already most of the new 45 bed Rehab 

Unit is finished and occupied in the 

North building with just a few weeks  

to go before the final few bedrooms will 

be ready for occupancy.

The £14 million scheme has already  

seen two new suites of operating theatres, 

some with laminar flow, built and opened 

in the Wellington South Tower. Two  

new theatres have been built in what was 

part of an underground car park and in 

just a few months time, every floor of  

the South tower will have been rebuilt 

and refurbished. 

Three state-of-the-art theatres have been 

designed for ambulatory surgery on the 

second floor with short stay ambulatory 

beds nearby together with more 

traditional en suite rooms for longer 

daytime stays.

On the fifth floor a new gynaecological 

ward has been opened with ten 

dedicated rooms with magnificent  

views over North West London. 

Meanwhile all rehabilitation patients 

are moving to the expanded specialist 

facilities on three floors of the North 

Tower. The Unit, the largest in the 

private sector, will have 45 rooms and 

a range of facilities, including two gyms 

and a hydrotherapy centre.

With specialities moving between  

floors and between the North and South 

towers, the management of this major 

scheme has needed the most careful 

planning. Wellington Estates Manager 

Chris Oates is responsible for the 

refurbishment programme. 

“This is the biggest and busiest 

independent hospital in the country and 

we have to carry out the equivalent of 

rebuilding half of it without disturbing 

patients and doctors and staff,” he said. 

“We have planned the work so that 

‘silent’ jobs like laying carpet and 

decorating can be done at night and so 

24 hour working can speed things up,” 

he said. “This could have been beset 

with problems from the word go and 

yes, there have been glitches but it is 

remarkable how the ‘can do’ attitude of 

doctors, patients and staff has allowed 

us to get on so quickly.”
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With the memories of that 

horrific day on the 7th July when 

four bombs in central London 

took away many innocent lives 

and devastated so many more, 

doctors, staff and even some 

outpatients joined countless 

Londoners to gather together. 

They stood in silence along the A41 
Wellington Road, to pay their respects; 
to remember the dead, the injured and 
those others, like the bereaved, who 
will live with the consequences of that 
terrible day, for the rest of their lives.

As hundreds of Wellington Hospital 

people gathered quietly, buses, cars, 

long distance coaches and delivery 

vans alike, all stopped. Drivers got 

out of their cars with passengers too 

and tourists joined the crowd lining a 

quarter of a mile of road.

For two minutes, the normally noisy and 

bustling road fell silent. Everyone, head 

bowed, alone with their thoughts and 

prayers for those who suffered and who 

are suffering still, months after those 

terrible events.
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Seminars
Thursday 8th December 
Gall Bladder Disease

Professor Brian Davidson 
Professor of Surgery,  
Royal Free Hospital

From 7pm, Board Room,  
5th Floor, Wellington South




